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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


The  Committee  of  Twenty-five,  appointed  at  a very  large 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  favorable  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  a Paid  Fire  Department,  held  on  the  25th  ult.,  at  the 
Chinese  Museum,  was  instructed  to  take  measures  to  carry  out 
the  views  expressed  in  the  resolutions  adopted  at  that  meeting. 
The  resolutions  urged  the  necessity  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
•present  voluntary  system. 

The  Committee  is  fully  persuaded  that  the  true  character  and 
operation  of  our  present  system,  to  be  fully  appreciated,  has  only 
to  be  known.  With  so  much  of  it  as  lies  upon  the  surface  we 
are  all  but  too  familiar.  The  tumults,  the  riots,  the  bloody 
affrays,  the  disturbed  nights,  and  the  desecrated  Sundays  which 
we  owe  to  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  Philadelphia  as  at 
present  worked — to  all  these  our  streets  have  borne  and  are  still 
bearing  perpetual  witness ; but  it  is  in  our  Criminal  Courts  that 
the  ripened  fruits  of  the  system  are  to  be  found. 

In  order  to  exhibit  these  fruits  to  those  who  happily  are  not 
compelled  to  breathe  the  tainted  atmosphere  of  our  Criminal 
Court  rooms,  the  Committee  subjoins  a correspondence  which  it 
has  held  with  the  able  and  impartial  Judges  of  our  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions-  The  letters  speak  for  themselves  and  need  no 
comment. 

The  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  disabusing  the  public  mind 
on  a point  of  some  interest,  also  addressed  a letter  to  Marshal 
Keyser,  to  which  he  has  replied,  and  the  correspondence  is  sub- 
joined. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  the  Committee 
has  also  published,  presents  certain  statistics  of  Insurance  which 
deserve  to  be  known-  far  and  wide.  Not  the  citizens  of  JPhila- 
delphia  alone  are  the  sufferers  from  the  present  high  rates  of 
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Fire  Insurance  in  our  City.  Every  consignor  of  produce  or 
manufactures  to  our  City  feels,  in  the  diminished  returns  of  his 
account  sales,  in  which  the  item  of  Fire  Insurance  figures  so 
largely,  his  share  of  the  effects  of  that  mischief,  for  which  we  are 
now  so  earnestly  seeking  a remedy. 

The  Committee  trusts  that  the  documents  now  published,  will 
receive  an  attentive  consideration. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

F.  FRALEY,  Chairman . 

A.  T.  Chur,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia , March,  1853. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH  THE  JUDGES  OE  THE  COURT  OF  QUARTER  SESSIONS. 


Philadelphia,  March  12th,  1S53. 

Dear  Sirs  : — Under  a resolution  adopted  at  a very  large  Meet- 
ing of  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia,  favorable  to  the  introduction 
of  a Paid  Fire  Department,  held  on  the  25th  ult.,  a Committee  of 
Twenty-Five  Persons  was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Meeting. 

The  preamble  to  the  resolutions  expresses  the  views  enter- 
tained by  the  Meeting  of  “ the  necessity  of  the  abandonment  of 
the  present  voluntary  system,”  and  one  of  the  resolutions  is  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  “ That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting,  a change 
from  the  voluntary,  to  the  paid  organization  will  diminish,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  immorality  and  disorder  which  the  present  sys- 
tem has  tended  to  introduce  among  our  people,  by  drawing  them 
away  from  their  occupations  or  families,  and  subjecting  them  to 
excitements  and  passions,  which  would  be  kept  under  complete 
control,  in  the  absence  of  any  call  upon  them  for  the  performance 
of  an  irregular,  and  onerous  duty.” 

The  Committee  above  appointed,  have  had  frequent  and  sad 
occasion  to  notice,  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens,  the  con- 
stant occupation  of  the  Criminal  Courts  of  the  County,  over 
which  you  preside,  with  cases  involving  Firemen’s  Riots,  com- 
plaints against  Fire  Companies, — and  affrays  and  breaches  of  the 
peace  of  every  kind,  growing  out  of  the  bitter  rivalries  of  our 
Engine  and  Hose  Companies,  and  of  their  adherents.  The  Com- 
mittee, in  common  with  the  public,  have  noticed  the  sentences 
which  you  have  had  painful  occasion  to  pass  from  time  to  time, 
putting  Fire  Companies  out  of  service,  under  the  acts  of  Assem- 
bly. They  have  read  with  deep  and  painful  interest  your 
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charges  to  Grand  Juries,  and  their  presentments  on  these  sub- 
jects, so  vitally  affecting  the  peace  and  the  character  of  our  City. 

The  Committee,  in  their  desire  to  obtain  accurate  information 
under  some  of  the  branches  of  this  subject,  ask  leave  to  apply  to 
you  for  such  information  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  fur- 
nish, under  the  following  heads  : 

1.  The  number  and  names  of  the  different  Engine  and  Hose 
Companies,  which  you  have  from  time  to  time  ordered  out  of 
service,  for  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

2.  The  number  of  criminal  proceedings  which  have  been  in- 
stituted in  your  Courts,  on  behalf  of  Fire  Companies,  whose  En- 
gines and  apparatus  have  been  maliciously  destroyed  or  injured 
by  other  parties,  with  the  names  of  the  companies  whose  appa- 
ratus has  thus  been  injured. 

3.  The  number  of  trials  or  criminal  proceedings,  and  the 
amount  of  public  time  consumed  therein,  growing  out  of  riots, 
affrays,  and  other  breaches  of  the  peace  occuring  at  Fires. 

Judge  Kelly’s  longer  service  as  a Judge  has,  of  course,  made 
him  more  familiar  than  his  brethren  now  on  the  Bench,  with  this 
truly  saddening  subject,  and  the  Committee  feel  assured  that  he 
will  not  refuse  them  the  benefit  of  his  experience. 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that  they  do 
not  suppose,  that  between  yourselves,  and  the  large  mass  of 
your  fellow-citizens,  (believed  to  be  not  less  than  10,000  in 
number)  who  have  signed  memorials  to  the  Legislature  asking 
for  a radical  change  in  the  present  system  of  extinguishing  Fires, 
there  can  be  on  the  main  subject  itself  any  material  difference 
of  opinion.  They  know  also  that  any  measures  whether  of  le- 
gislation or  municipal  arrangement,  which  shall  promote  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  Philadelphia,  will  have  your  cordial  ap- 
proval. They  know  that  a change  in  our  Fire  Department, 
which  shall  restore  to  Philadelphia  the  tranquil  Sundays  and  un- 
disturbed nights  of  former  times,  will  be  hailed  not  less  joyfully 
by  your  Bench  than  by  the  public.  They  hope  that  from  the 
spirit  and  feeling  now  shown  by  the  mass  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
the  dawn  of  such  a day  is  not  far  distant,  and  that  Fires  will  be 
soon  as  silently,  peacefully  and  effectually  extinguished  in  Phila- 
delphia, as  they  are  in  Paris  or  in  London. 
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With  these  views,  they  feel  assured  that  you  will  not  regard 
the  present  application  as  intrusive  or  improper. 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRED.  FRALEY,  Chairman. 

To  The  Honorable  Oswald  Thompson,  William  D.  Kelly, 
Joseph  Allison,  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of 
Philadelphia  County. 


Frederick  Fraley,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Citizens  favorable  to  the  introduction  of  a Paid  Fire 

Department. 

Dear  Sir — We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  addressed  to  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  requesting  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place  in  said  Court,  in  which  Fire 
Companies,  or  their  adherents,  have  been  involved. 

You  certainly  do  not  misconceive  the  feelings  of  the  members 
of  this  Court,  when  you  suppose  that  any  change  in  the  Fire 
Department,  by  which  the  tranquillity  of  former  years  shall  be 
restored,  and  the  terrible  scenes  of  riot  and  disturbance  which 
have  recently  so  greatly  disgraced  our  noble  city,  and  filled  our 
Criminal  Court  with  crowds  of  misguided  young  men,  shall  be 
prevented,  would  be  hailed  by  us  as  joyfully  as  by  any  portion 
of  the  public.  Our  experience  upon  the  Bench  of  this  Court  has 
enabled  us  to  realize,  perhaps  more  fully  than  most  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  evils  growing  out  of 
the  abuses  of  the  present  system.  These  we  have  endeavored, 
to  the  extent  of  our  ability,  to  remedy  by  an  energetic  enforce- 
ment of  the  law,  in  such  cases  as  have  been  brought  before  us. 
That  the  law  has  been  so  inefficient  to  correct  the  evil,  we,  in 
common  with  our  fellow-citizens,  have  to  deplore.  The  time, 
we  trust,  has  now  arrived  when  an  honest  effort  will  be  made  to 
ascertain  the  true  cause  of  the  evil  complained  of,  and  to  devise 
the  best  and  most  appropriate  remedy.  What  this  remedy  should 
be,  or  whether  the  existing  system  is  capable  of  the  requisite 
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improvement,  we  would  leave  to  the  candid  consideration  of 
those  whose  attention  is  now  directed  to  the  subject. 

As  we  are,  at  all  times,  happy  to  afford  any  information  to 
the  community  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  our  criminal  system, 
we  cheerfully  respond  to  your  call  for  such  information  as  the 
records  of  our  Courts  contain  upon  the  subjects  of  your  inquiry. 

The  accompanying  statement,  made  out  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court,  contains  such  information  in  relation  thereto  as  could  be 
ascertained  by  a hasty,  and,  of  course,  a cursory  examination  of 
the  records.  It  will  suffice  to  give  an  idea  of  a portion  of  the 
business  arising  out  of  the  abuses  referred  to,  but  it  is  impossible, 
without  a laborious  examination,  to  ascertain  more  correctly  the 
number  of  trials,  the  amount  of  public  time  expended,  or  the 
expense  to  the  county,  growing  out  of  riots  and  disturbances 
occurring  at  fires.  The  records  of  the  Court  do  not  show,  in  all 
cases,  the  origin  of  the  illegal  acts  which  become  the  subjects  of 
prosecution,  but  it  can  be  safely  asserted  that,  if  the  peace  were 
preserved  by  the  firemen  and  their  adherents,  such  cases  would 
be  of  very  rare  occurrence. 

We  sincerely  trust  that  your  investigations  will  lead  to  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  all  good  citizens  will  be  disposed 
to  forward. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

OSWALD  THOMPSON, 
WM.  D.  KELLEY, 

JOSEPH ‘ALLISON. 

Philadelphia,  March  1G,  1853. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  QUARTER  SESSIONS, 

MADE  BY  DIRECTION  OF  THE  COURT. 

Fire  Companies  decreed  out  of  Service  since  1th  March,  1848. 

October  27,  1848 — Northern  Liberty  Hose  Company. 
February  7,  1849 — Taylor  Hose  Company. 


do. 

7, 

do. 

Hibernia  Hose  Company. 

do. 

23, 

do. 

Globe  Engine,  ) Judgment  suspended  on 

do. 

23, 

do. 

Carroll  Hose,  ) promise  of  good  behavior. 
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June 

19, 

1849- 

— Moyamensing  Hose  Company. 

do. 

19, 

do. 

Franklin  Hose  Company. 

August 

11, 

do. 

Schuylkill  Hose  Company. 

Sept. 

8, 

do. 

Fairmount  Engine  Company. 

Nov. 

24, 

do. 

America  Engine  Company. 

do. 

24, 

do. 

Carroll  Hose  Company. 

Dec. 

1, 

do. 

Independence  Hose  Company. 

January  12,  18-50- 

-Northern  Liberty  Hose  Company. 

June 

29, 

do. 

Moyamensing  .Hose  Company,  disbanded 

2d  time  in  a year. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Franklin  Hose  Company,  disbanded  2d 

time  in  a year. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Fairmount  Engine  Company. 

March 

20, 1852- 

-Hibernia  Hose  Company. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Carroll  Hose  Company. 

Sept. 

17, 

do. 

Independence  Hose  Company. 

Dec. 

11, 

do. 

Assistance  Engine  Company. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Good-Will  Hose  Company. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Spring  Garden  Engine  Company. 

do. 

18, 

do. 

Fairmount  Engine  Company. 

March 

12, 

1853, 

Niagara  Hose  Company. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Marion  Hose  Company. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

United  States  Hose  Company. 

A number  of  other  Companies  were  cited  ; the  parties,  in 
in  some  instances,  became  reconciled  ; in  others,  the  complaints 
were  dismissed  by  the  Court. 

There  appear  to  have  been  tried  during  the  past  year  69 
indictments  for  riot,  growing  out  of  disturbances  between  fire 
companies.  The  length  of  time  occupied  in  the  trial  of  these 
causes  I am  unable  to  say.  I suppose  this  year  to  be  about  an 
average  one.  There  is  scarcely  a single  case  of  riot  brought 
before  the  Court  that  has  not  its  origin  with  fire  companies, 
their  members,  or  adherents. 

(Signed)  B.  SHARKEY,  Pro  Clerk. 

March  17,  1853. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  MARSHAL  OF  POLICE. 

Philadelphia,  March  12,  1853. 
John  S.  Iveyser,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  Police. 

Dear  Sir — At  a very  large  meeting  of  your  fellow-citizens 
favorable  to  the  substitution  of  a paid  Fire  Department  for  the 
present  voluntary  system,  held  on  the  25th  ult.,  a Committee  of 
twenty-five  persons  was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  meeting. 

o 

In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  the  Committee  takes  leave  to 
apply  to  you  for  some  information  which  it  is  in  your  power  to 
furnish,  and  for  which  they  rely  upop  your  well-known  courtesy. 

It  is  a notorious  and  indisputable  fact,  that  your  police  force 
has,  since  its  establishment,  been  the  main  if  not  the  only 
dependence  of  the  public  for  protection  against  the  feuds  and 
riots  of  the  firemen  and  their  adherents.  We  have  seen,  as  a 
frequent  occurrence,  one  fire  company  calling  upon  your  force 
for  the  protection  of  their  lives  and  property  against  a rival 
company.  We  know  that  it  is  often  a matter  of  taunt  and  deri- 
sion by  the  members  of  one  fire  company  against  another,  that 
their  rivals  have  called  on  you  for  protection,  and  thus  escaped 
injury. 

This  fact  is  so  well  established  that  it  has  become  part  of  the 
literature  of  our  streets,  and  we  notice  that  the  Firemen’s 
Ballads,  which  are  hawked  about  among  our  youth,  and  some  of 
which  are  now  before  us,  refer  to  the  victories  gained  by  one 
party  over  another,  “ when  no  police  was  nigh,”  and  also  boast 
that  a non-combatant  company 

“Called  on  Keyser  and  his  men,  v 

Who  saw  them  safely  home  again.” 

All  this,  we  repeat,  is  matter  of  notoriety,  and  hence  we  are 
not  surprised  that  the  upholders  of  the  present  disgraceful  system 
wish  to  disparage,  as  far  as  possible,  the  only  force  which  at 
present  keeps  them  in  check,  and  Avith  a view  to  divert  from  the 
Fire  Department,  as  at  present  working,  the  just  indignation  of 
the  public,  now  thoroughly  aroused,  seek  to  direct  some  portion 
of  it,  if  possible,  against  you.  Discreditable  rumors,  therefore, 
have  been  circulated  by  the  pretended  friends  of  the  firemen, 
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and  the  real  enemies  of  order  and  law,  against  your  force, 
charging  a participation  in  the  riots  and  rivalries  which  it  is 
your  duty  to  quell.  These  rumors  took  a tangible  shape  at  the 
late  meeting  at  the  Chinese  Museum,  and  one  speaker  publicly 
asserted  that  “many  of  the  police  officers  are  members  of  the 
rival  fire  companies.”  [See  report  of  proceedings  in  the  North 
American  of  26th  ult.] 

We  believe  this  statement  to  be  entirely  unfounded  ; but  the 
object  of  the  present  communication  is  to  learn  from  you  directly, 
what  your  standing  official  orders  to  your  force  have  been,  and 
are,  in  regard  to  any  connection  with  fire  companies,  and  how 
far,  so  far  as  you  know',  your  orders  have  been  obeyed ; and 
particularly,  whether  members  of  your  force,  on  their  appoint- 
ment to  their  posts  under  you,  have  not  resigned  their  member- 
ship in  any  fire  companies  with  which  they  may  have  been 
connected. 

We  should  also  be  glad  to  learn  from  you  what  proportion  of 
the  time  spent  in  active  duty  by  your  force  is  given  to  preserving 
the  public  peace  at  fires,  and  what  branch  of  service  you  find 
the  most  arduous. 

We  should  also  desire  to  learn  your  opinion  as  to  the  probable 
effect  upon  the  peace  of  the  city,  of  the  substitution  of  horse 
powrer  for  human  labor,  in  drawing  the  engines  to  and  from  fires. 

Respectfully  yours, 

FRED.  FRALEY,  Chairman. 


Office  of  the  Marshal  of  Police,  } 
Philadelphia,  March  16/A,  1S53.  ^ 

F.  Fraley,  Esq.,  and  others,  Committee  on  beha/f  of  the  pro- 
posed Paid  Fire  Department. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  12th 
inst.,  permit  me  briefly  to  state,  that  since  the  organization  of 
the  Consolidated  Police,  it  has  been  my  endeavor  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  prevent  the  officers  composing  this  force,  from  taking 
part,  or  participating  in  any  manner,  in  the  rivalries  and  feuds  of 
Fire  Companies.  To  that  effect,  I have  expressed  myself  with 
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the  utmost  clearness,  and  in  terms  not  to  be  mistaken,  at  every 
muster  of  the  whole  body  at  my  head-quarters,  Adelphi  street, 
which  is  once  a month.  I have  positively  said,  and  repeatedly, 
too,  that  if  any  officer  would  take  hold  of  the  rope  of  a Fire  ap- 
paratus, or  in  any  way  take  sides  with  a Fire  Company,  either 
in  going  to  or  returning  from  a fire,  and  the  fact  was  brought  to 
my  knowledge,  I would  promptly  dismiss  him  from  the  Depart- 
ment. Such  have  been,  and  are  still  my  imperative  orders. 

I have  made  it  a standing  rule  to  appoint  no  one  to  office, 
whom  I knewT  to  entertain  sympathies  with  any  particular  Fire 
Company  ; and  where  I have  ascertained  that  my  officers  have 
belonged  to  such  companies  at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  I 
have  invariably  requested  them  to  resign  their  connection  with 
said  associations,  which  request,  I believe,  has  always  been  com- 
plied with.  I have  constantly  impressed  upon  their  minds  the 
impossibility  of  their  serving  two  masters,  and  have  always  told 
them,  that  if  they  preferred  being  firemen  to  being  policemen,  I 
desired  and  insisted  upon  their  walking  into  my  office  and  ten- 
dering their  resignations. 

If  any  of  my  orders  in  regard  to  this  matter  have  been  vio- 
lated at  any  time,  by  men  under  my  command,  I have  never  been 
made  aware  of  the  facts  ; and  I feel  well  assured,  that  if  there  had 
been  any  such  violation,  I should  certainly  have  known  or  heard 
of  it.  The  Lieutenant  of  each  division  watches  attentively  the 
demeanor  of  every  one  of  his  men  in  reference  to  Fire  Companies; 
for  they,  as  well  as  myself,  know  full  well  that  if  policemen  take 
part  in  the  slightest  degree  with  rival  bodies  of  firemen,  not  only 
their  individual  efficiency,  hut  that  of  their  division,  and  indeed 
of  the  entire  department,  would  be  at  once  greatly  impaired,  if 
not  completely  destroyed.  I therefore  feel  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  assertions  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  North 
American  of  the  20th  ult.,  are  incorrect,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
allusion  to  the  force  at  the  head  of  which,  I have  the  honor  to 
be  placed. 

The  proportion  of  time  spent  in  active  duty  by  my  police, 
which  is  given  to  preserving  the  peace  at  fires  and  fire  alarms,  is 
large,  and  that  branch  of  the  service  has  been  found  by  far  the 
most  arduous. 
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In  answer  to  your  interrogatory  relative  to  the  substitution  of 
horse  power  for  human  labor  in  drawing  engines  to  and  from 
fires,  I beg  leave  to  say,  that  I am  not  sufficiently  conversant 
upon  the  subject  to  give  an  answer.  Not  having  had  an  oppor- 
tunity in  my  life  time  of  witnessing  the  effect  of  the  horse  power 
system,  I could  not  safely  venture  to  express  an  opinion  relative 
thereto’.  As  this  subject  is  one  which  may  be  of  vital  importance 
to  the  community,  I have  deemed  it  best  to  leave  the  matter  to 
yourselves. 

Very  Respectfully, 

JOHN  S.  KEYSER. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

Memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Your  memorialists  respectfully,  but  earnestly  urge  upon  your 
Honorable  Bodies  the  adoption  of  a bill  now  under  your  consi- 
deration, for  the  establishment  of  a Paid  Fire  Department  for  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  and  adjoining  Districts,  as  a substitute  for 
the  present  Voluntary  System. 

Because  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists  it  will  prevent  a 
large  diversion  of  Trade,  which  now  flows  to  other  markets,  in- 
fluenced by  apprehensions  of  the  insecurity  of  property  from  the 
frequency  and  destructiveness  of  fires,  and  the  taint  brought  on 
Philadelphia  by  the  riotous  and  disorderly  conduct  of  a portion 
of  her  Firemen  and  their  adherents. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  your  Honorable  Bodies,  that  if  Phila- 
delphia aims  at  becoming  a great  centre  of  trade,  and  a general 
depot  for  the  exchange  of  foreign  and  domestic  products,  her 
character  should  be  above  reproach,  and  the  security  of  her  citi- 
zens and  their  property,  her  greatest  care. 

The  reputation  of  her  merchants  may  stand  well  abroad,  but, 
if  they  are  known  to  live  in  a community  frequently  disturbed  by 
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violence,  and  where  the  necessary  safeguards  for  property  do  not 
exist,  or  exist  only  in  name,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  large 
trusts  will  be  committed  to  their  care,  when  equally  convenient 
access  may  be  had  to  depots  of  greater  security  elsewhere. 

And  because,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  it  will  tend 
materially  to  diminish  an  enormous  tax,  to  which  our  mechanical, 
manufacturing  and  commercial  interests,  are  subjected  in  the  high 
premiums  paid  for  insurance  on  merchandize. 

That  this  tax  exists — a serious  burthen  to  the  interests  which 
your  memorialists  represent — will  be  made  apparent  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  which  exhibits  the  amounts  paid  by  six  houses, 
representing  several  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  Philadelphia,  viz  : 


One  domestic  produce  commission  house — 

Premiums  paid  in  1852,  -----  $060 

The  premiums  on  the  same  amount  and  class  of  risks 

■would  have  been  in  1832,  - 330 


Excess  of  premiums  paid  in  1852,  - 330 

One  dry  goods  jobbing  house — 

Premiums  paid  in  1852,  - 1300 

The  premiums  on  same  amount  and  class  of  risks  would 

have  been  in  1832,  _____  45 0 


Excess  of  premiums  paid  in  1852,  - 850 

One  foreign  dry  goods  importing  house — 

Premiums  paid  in  1852,  _____  2280 

The  premiums  on  same  amount  and  class  of  risks  would 

have  been  in  1832,  - 650 


Excess  of  premiums  paid  in  1852,  - 1630 

One  domestic  dry  goods  commission  house — 

Premiums  paid  in  1852,  _____  4700 

The  premiums  on  the  same  amount  and  class  of  risks 

would  have  been  in  1832,  - 1600 


Excess  of  premiums  paid  in  1852, 


3100 
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One  foreign  general  commission  house — 

Premiums  paid  in  1852,  _____  1900 

The  premiums  on  same  amount  and  class  of  risks  would 

havs  been  in  1832,  _____  475 

Excess  of  premiums  paid  in  1852,  - 1425 

One  manufacturing  establishment — 

Premiums  paid  in  1852,  _____  8500 

The  premiums  on  same  amount  and  class  of  risks  would 

have  been  in  1832,  _____  1700 


Excess  of  premiums  paid  in  1852,  - - - 6800 

These  place  before  you  in  detail  the  amount  of  tax  paid  by  the 
several  houses  alluded  to,  and  which  your  memorialists  contend 
is  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  attributable  to  the  want  of  a proper 
organization  of  the  Fire  Department ; but  that  your  Honorable 
bodies  may  know  the  appalling  extent  of  this  tax,  your  memo- 
rialists will  state,  that  the  value  of  merchandize  under  insurance 
in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  is  estimated  to  exceed  materially 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the  premiums  now  paid 
thereon,  range  from  60c  to  100c,  on  one  hundred  dollars,  vary- 
ing according  to  the  class  of  risks. 

Assuming,  then,  the  insured  value  at  $100,000,000,  and 
the  premium  at  the  average,  say  80c.,  the  total  sum 
paid  in  premiums  on  merchandize  in  2852  was  $800,000 

On  the  same  class  of  risks  in  1832,  the  premiums  ranged 
from  20c.  to  25c.  on  one  hundred  dollars. 

Taking,  then,  $100,000,000  at  the  average  premium,  say, 

22jc.,  the  total  sum  of  premiums  would  have  been  in 
1832, - $225,000 

Making  the  excess  paid  in  1852  the  enormous  sum  of  $575,000 

Or  a tax  of  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars, 
without  even  the  solace  to  those  who  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  it,  that  it  has  been  productive  of  the  slightest  good, 
but  on  the  contrary  that  the  whole  amount  has  been  irretrieva- 
bly lost,  and  that  the  loss  is  the  fruit  of  a system  deplorably 
pernicious  to  all  the  other  interests  of  the  community. 


16 


Your  memorialists  have  only  called  your  attention  to  one  view 
of  this  subject.  They  might  also  exhibit  a statement  of  the  very 
increased  rates  which  are  paid  on  warehouses,  manufactories  and 
the  work  shops  of  our  artisans,  hut  it  would  only  tend  to  swell 
an  amount  already  sufficiently  frightful  to  convince  your  Honor- 
able bodies  of  the  justice,  propriety  and  urgent  necessity  of  their 
prayer. 

The  alarming  extent  to  which  other,  and,  in  some  respects 
more  important  interests  are  affected,  will  no  doubt  be  shown  by 
those  who  directly  represent  them.  Your  memorialists  therefore 
refrain  from  doing  more  than  placing  before  your  Honorable 
bodies  the  two  causes  herein  exhibited,  through  which  so  serious 
an  injury  is  entailed  immediately  on  those,  whom  your  memo- 
rialists represent,  and  through  them  on  the  general  prosperity  of 
Philadelphia,  trusting  confidently  that  in  answer  to  their  prayer, 
your  Honorable  bodies  will  grant  that  measure  of  relief  which 
the  urgency  of  the  case  so  imperatively  demands. 

And  your  memorialists  will  every  pray, 

JOHN  WELSH,  Jr.,  ^ 

A.  J.  LEWIS,  ( Committee. 

DAVID  S.  BROWN.  ) 


